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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20426
OFFICE OF ENERGY PROJECTS

In Reply Refer To:
OEP/DG2E/Gas 1

Texas LNG Brownsville LLC
Docket Nos. CP16-116-000

February 12,2019

Reid Nelson, Director

ATTN: John Eddins

Office of Federal Agency Programs
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
401 F Street NW, Suite 308

Washington DC 20001-2637

Re: Notification of Adverse Effect for the Texas LNG Project
Dear Mr. Nelson:

Pursuant to Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 800.6(a)(1), the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission) is notifying the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) that the Texas LNG Project (Project)
in the above-referenced docket would have an adverse effect on an historic property. The
potentially affected historic property is archaeological site 41CF8 (Garcia Pasture Site) in
Cameron County, Texas. We request that you advise us whether the ACHP intends to
participate in the process of resolving adverse effects for this Project (in accordance with
Part 800.6(a)(1)(iii)).

The Project consists of an liquefied natural gas (LNG) export terminal on the north
side of the Brownsville Ship Channel, 2.5 miles southwest of the Town of Port Isabel.
Texas LNG Brownsville LLC (Texas LNG) would construct the terminal within a 625-
acre parcel owned by the Brownsville Navigational District, with an additional 27 acres
outside that tract on the banks of the Brownsville Ship Channel to allow for deep water
access. The terminal would have a final capacity to produce up to 4 million tonnes per
annum of LNG for export to overseas foreign markets via LNG carriers. The Project
would be constructed in two phases, each with a capacity of 2 million tonnes per annum.

The FERC issued a draft Environmental Impact Statement Assessment (EIS) for
this Project on October 26, 2018. The draft EIS is available electronically online through
the FERC internet web page (www.ferc.gov) on our eLibrary system (accession no.
20181026-3000). Section 4.10 of the EIS summarized the status of FERC’s compliance
with the National Historic Preservation Act for the Project.



http://www.ferc.gov/
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The terminal parcel was inventoried by a consultant to Texas LNG (Natural
Resources Group [NRG]). Archaeological site 41CF8 is the only historic property within
the area of potential effect (Stanyard et al. April 2016). This site was originally located
in 1917 by local collector A.E. Anderson. It was investigated in 1970 by the Texas State
Historical Survey Committee (Prewitt 1974). The Garcia Pasture Site was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1972.

NRG further tested the site in 2015 (Stanyard et al. April 2016). In a May 27,
2015 letter from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) within the Texas
Historical Commission, reviewing the draft Phase I report, the SHPO concurred with
NRG’s recommendations that Areas 2, 3, and 4 of site 41CF8 do not contribute to its
significance, while Areas 1 and 5 contain contributing elements. The SHPO requested a
final survey report and a treatment plan that outlines data recovery strategies for Areas 1
and 5. A research design for data recovery was produced in August 2016 (Stanyard et al.
August 2016), and copies were submitted to the SHPO, the U.S. Department of the
Interior National Park Service (NPS), and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE). The
SHPO reviewed the research design in a letter to Texas LNG dated August 24, 2016. The
COE commented on the research design in a letter to Texas LNG dated February 21,
2017. The NPS requested to be a consulting party.

Texas LNG (through NRG) and the FERC staff contacted Indian tribes that may
have an interest in the Project. No federally-recognized tribes expressed any concerns
about site 41CF8; nor did any Indian tribes request to be a consulting party for this
undertaking.

Appended to this letter, is additional documentation in support of our adverse
effect finding, as required by Part 800.11(e). This includes copies of letters from the
SHPO.

This Project is still under environmental review; and the Commission has not yet
made a decision whether to authorize it. We expect to issue a final EIS in March 2019.
After the issuance of the final EIS, the Commission would make its decision about the
Project. If the Commission decides to authorize the Project, my staff will develop, in
consultation with the consulting parties (ie., the SHPO, NPS), a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) for this Project, under Part 800.6(c). The purpose of the MOA would
be to resolve adverse effects on 41CF8 through the implementation of the treatment plan.
If the ACHP decides to participate, you will be included as a Signatory to the MOA.

If we do not hear from you within 15 days of receipt of this letter, we will assume
you do not want to participate further in the Section 106 process. A copy of any executed
MOA, with the documentation required pursuant to 36 CFR 800.11(f), will be provided
to the ACHP for the Texas LNG Project upon completion.
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If you have any questions, call Kareem Monib, Project Manager, at telephone

number 202-502-6265 (email kareem.monib@ferc.gov); or Paul Friedman, Project
Archaeologist, at telephone number 202-502-8059 (email paul.friedman@ferc.gov). We

appreciate your comments on this Project.

Sincerely,

Danny Laffoon, Chief
Gas Branch 1
Division of Gas — Environment and

Engineering
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